
This American Life Name:  
"The Incredible Rarity of Changing Your Mind" 
 
Directions: Listen to the podcast In class. Then, as 
you are listening, take notes on the situation, as 
well as references to rhetorical strategies and 
techniques, such as ethos, pathos, and logos, 
as well as SOAPS. These are NOT explicitly 
mentioned or identified in the podcast. You must 
listen, take notes, and then infer, based off of 

our work with this topic. 
 
Part 1: Notes 

context/background information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhetorical strategies used; effectiveness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Part II: Synthesis 
Directions: Now that you have taken some notes and heard the 
conclusion of the podcast, let’s make some connections. In a 
two paragraph response, please explain 
1.) what strategies were used,  
2.) how they were used, and  
3.) why they were effective. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Part III: New Understandings 
Directions: Read the followup article that was posted with new 
findings regarding the study. Write a paragraph response. Should 
lacour be punished for falsely reporting his data? Is this 
Situation any different than James Frey? WHo is the worst 
offender? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


